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Rabbi Asher Knight

Good evening. I’m Asher Knight, Senior Rabbi of Temple Beth El.

Paula Gribble

And I’m Paula Gribble, Director of Lifespan Religious Education at the Unitarian

Universalist Community of Charlotte.

Rabbi Asher Knight

Tonight we gather for our annual Interfaith Friendsgiving — and we also celebrate a

remarkable milestone.

Paula Gribble

It was fifty years ago, in 1975, that the first Interfaith Thanksgiving Service took place

here in Charlotte.

Rabbi Asher Knight

At that time, Rabbi Harold Krantzler had just arrived as the new rabbi of Temple Beth El.

He was known for reaching beyond the walls of his congregation to build understanding

among neighbors of every background.

Paula Gribble

He contacted Rev. Dr. Sidney Freeman, minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of

Charlotte, to ask when the city’s interfaith Thanksgiving service would be held. Rev.

Freeman told him there wasn’t one.



Rabbi Asher Knight

So together they decided to create it. Two leaders, one phone call … and a tradition was

born that has brought Charlotte together ever since.

Paula Gribble

That first service was simple — neighbors of different faiths sitting side by side, learning,

singing, and sharing gratitude. But in 1975, that simple act was revolutionary.

Rabbi Asher Knight

In preparing for this anniversary, I connected with Rabbi Krantzler’s daughters —

Deborah, Leah, and Rebecca. They told me that their father believed hospitality was holy

work … that bringing people together to listen, even when we disagree, was an act of

courage and faith. They said he would be deeply proud to see this room tonight.

Paula Gribble

Over the past five decades, this service has grown into a beloved community tradition. It

has included churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and many other communities of

faith, all seeing gratitude as a path to peace.

Rabbi Asher Knight

And we gather this year at a time when the world, and our city, feels divided and

uncertain. Our task is not to retreat into our own corners but to reach across differences

with compassion and conviction.

Paula Gribble

Interfaith connection isn’t just something nice — it’s essential. It reminds us that our

shared humanity is stronger than any disagreement, and that hope multiplies when we

work together.

Rabbi Asher Knight

Tonight we give thanks to Rabbi Harold Krantzler and Rev. Dr. Sidney Freeman for their

vision, and to every leader and community that has carried it forward.

Paula Gribble

And we give thanks to MeckMIN, which continues their legacy — bringing people of

every faith together to build relationships, deepen understanding, and work for the

common good of all who call Charlotte home.



Rabbi Asher Knight

For fifty years, this service has been a living symbol of that mission — a reminder that

gratitude is not only felt but lived out loud, through acts of service and compassion.

Paula Gribble

As we look toward the next fifty years, may we keep building the bridges we have

inherited, and may our gratitude move us to action, to listening, and to love.

Together

Amen … and Happy 50th Anniversary.
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